Australian Women'’s History Network at the AHA 2026
The AWHN will once again be hosting a Feminist Dance Party in Sydney!!!

All members and their feminist friends are invited to dance and be merry (and compete to
be awarded the distinction of ‘Best Dancer’). Featuring the inimitable Yves Rees as our
feminist DJ!

The Feminist Dance Party will be held at The Oxford Hotel (134 Oxford St, Darlinghurst)
from 6.30pm on Wednesday 1 July. The venue has an extensive food menu for those who
are looking for dinner options prior to the dancing. We will be collecting cash donations on
arrival for Palestine Australia Relief and Action.

AWHN AHA Conference Stream Program

Tuesday 30 June

Roundtable: Future of Gender Studies in Australia

Chair: Jane Carey

Tuesday 9am session

Speakers: Rebecca Sheehan, Barbara Baird, Cassandra Byrnes

Gender and Institutions
Chair: Michelle Staff
Tuesday 11am session
e Changing Minds Historiographically? Reflections on Three Decades of Gender
& History
Karen Downing

e His story, her story, our story: whose story are we really teaching? A critical
analysis of the inclusion of women in the NSW 7-10 history curriculum over
time
Kate Littlejohn

e Party Time? Mobilising Women Candidates through the Labor Party, 1979-1996
Madeline Pentland

Enemy feminisms
Chair: Zoe Smith
Tuesday 3:30pm session

e The Purity is in the Pudding: the culinary politics of internet #tradwives
Lauren Samuelsson

e Resisting the gender lens in times of change: women veterans’ memories of
misogyny, violence, and discrimination in Western militaries in the War on
Terror
Mia Martin Hobbs


https://para.org.au/

Guardians or Enforcers? Women Police Diaries and Domestic Violence in
Australia
Taylah Evans

Wednesday 1 July

Cultural Histories of gender
Chair: Cassie Byrnes
Wednesday 9am session

‘Hey! ... Do you know about sex?’ Australian girls read Peter Mayle’s Where
Did | Come From?, 1973-2010
Saskia Roberts

From ‘walking out’ to ‘going steady’: girlhood and the Americanisation of
dating rituals in Liverpool and Melbourne, c. 1950-1970
Harriet Bee

Unreliable narrators? Using gossip in historical research
Eleanor Black

Changing Her Mind, Holding the Line: Gender, Marriage, and the Uneven Work
of Transformation in the Life of Bessie Harrison Lee
Jennifer Caligari

Green Stream/AWHN Panel
Chair: Jane Carey
Wednesday 1:30pm Session

What makes the wind blow? A man in the sky': Religion, atheism and nature
study in mid-century New South Wales
Ruby Ekkel

Irene Crespin’s New Horizons: Women, Microfossils, and Government Science
in Mid-Century Australia
Jarrod Hore

“A new and distinctive Australian Art”: Mary Cecil Allen, mid-century women’s
transnationalism and the quest for desert landscape modernism in Australia
Ingrid Ryan

Thursday 2 July

Women in the regions
Chair: Geraldine Fela
Thursday 9am session



Reading Archival Silence: Unmarried Women Teachers and Liminal Labour in
Southeast Queensland Farming Communities, 1890-1901
Jessica Clow

Islam, Literature and Outback Australia: Exploring the Writings of Winifrid
Steger
Mirela Cufurovic

Women’s access to healthcare via the 19th century railway system
Alex Christopher

Women in and on film
Chair: Lauren Samuelsson
Thursday 1:30pm session

Snapshots: Who is the Bessie Rischbieth we see in family photographs?
Michelle Staff

The Screencast: Reimagining a Digital Method for Historians and Humanists of
the Internet
Ana Stevenson

The Dolls (1965): the church, the state and female morality in 1960s Italy
Emma Barron

Reproductive rights
Chair: Prudence Flowers
Thursday 3:30pm session

Reflections on a Century of Birth Control Organisations in Australia
Jane Carey

A Microhistory of Reproductive Justice
Cassandra Byrnes

How can we change their minds? Connecting 21st century debates on
women's reproductive rights and ideas of 'compatible coupling' in
Greco-Roman medicine

Rebecca Sachse



