






history as a human discipline that there will always be multiple perspectives, both at the time and among historians
afterwards. Any good history teacher is trying to help students grapple with this challenging truth. The Anzac myth and
its purposes are explored in History classrooms and in the Victorian curriculum, and HTAV advocated strongly and
successfully to ensure that the contestation of the Anzac narrative remained in the national curriculum. Over time, the
Anzac myth has been challenged by feminists, some veterans, pacifists, First Nations activists, British historians, Marxist
historians, post colonial historians and others. Through the lens of history as a discipline, we want students to reach a
level of comfort with conflicting perspectives. It can be simultaneously true that Australians were part of an invading
force in Turkey, part of an imperial force in Egypt, and also a group of young men thrown into unimaginable carnage and
trauma on the Western Front. We continue to explore all of these things. Historical empathy, which is one of the ‘Big 6’
historical thinking skills, can and should extend in more than one direction.

The Spirit of Anzac Prize. As a result of our long engagement with the Spirit of Anzac Prize, I can assure you that prize
winning students in the past have critically unpacked the Anzac narrative and freely discussed their own perspective on
it.

The Robert Menzies Institute. You will be pleased and possibly a bit surprised to hear that the Robert Menzies Institute
has so far behaved impeccably in its interactions with school history teachers. HTAV has, of course, been monitoring what
kind of Institute it would turn out to be. The Institute has invited prominent progressive historians to contribute to its
conferences, seminars and publications. The professional learning it has offered to history teachers has been focused on
Menzies and on conservative political innovations and achievements, but has been limited to sharing research findings
and primary sources. In a recent communication, the Director noted that the Institute was trying to increase the public
understanding of the Menzies years and legacy, but was trying to do this through research and dialogue rather than
slogans. This all seems a promising start. HTAV would be pleased to host representatives of the Whitlam Institute and,
while they continue to engage with History teachers in a way that respectful of other views, is pleased to host
representatives of the Menzies Institute. HTAV has also hosted representatives of the Islamic Museum, the Holocaust
Museum and First Nations organisations, and they help to provide diverse perspectives and expert knowledge on aspects
of the history curriculum.

 

All history is political. You are right that there are many instances where teaching history, in a way that is respectful of
the discipline and interested in multiple perspectives, might nonetheless be expected to influence a student’s thinking.
Once we learn something, we can’t unknow it. The knowledge we collect over time is likely to shape the way we vote,
the charities and causes we support, etc. The more we know about First Nations history, environmental history, the
history of democracy, feminist history, the history of Russia and Ukraine, and the history of Israel and Palestine, the more
likely it is to inform our views about contemporary issues. HTAV has been a strong advocate, at the national and state
level, for curriculum design and teaching practice that amplifies the voices of marginalised and silenced people.

It is also true, and inevitable, that every school History teacher will have topics in which they are more interested,
personally invested or knowledgeable, and this will undoubtedly influence the resources they draw on as they implement
the Australian or Victorian curriculum.

 

However, HTAV has consistently advocated for history classrooms where all students (and teachers) can feel safe to
form their own views and values in their own time. In a school classroom, there is a power imbalance between the
teacher and the student, and a compulsory attendance requirement. A school student is not an adult, and is not free to
leave the space if they feel their teacher is pressuring them to adopt political or social views that conflict with their
own. For this reason, HTAV opposed the Morrison Government suggestion that history should be taught in a way that
‘makes Australians feel more patriotic’. We don’t believe history teachers should tell students how their parents should
vote in a referendum. We don’t believe the Institute of Public Affairs should distribute materials to primary schools that
minimise the violence of European invasion. We don’t believe that, at the end of a lesson on environmental history, a
teacher should urge students to volunteer for the Australian Greens party. We don’t think that, during a lesson on
Menzies, a teacher should distribute membership forms for the Young Liberals. If you believe any of these things should
not happen in a History classroom, then none of them should happen. It would be unsafe and unsound for HTAV to
endorse some and not others on the basis of the personal views of the current Board and staff.

 

My thinking on this is influenced by John Rawls’ concept of justice, and how you can know when a thing is fair or just.
Rawls said you should design public policy or decide a principle as if you don’t know who you would be in the scenario.
If you didn’t know your own race, religion, gender, age, nationality, socio-economic status, life experience, etc., what
approach would you always consider fair?

 

In this instance, the question is what kinds of history teaching resources are appropriate for classroom use, and what
principles should guide a history teacher’s practice? Over time, in response to a wide range of requests, and in a
polarised society in which History teachers need to defend their professional practice, HTAV has developed a consistent
position.
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History teachers should teach history, particularly the history in the curriculum.
History teachers should be well informed and up to date.
History teachers should seek to expose students to a wide range of reliable evidence, perspectives and
interpretations, including those that do not align with the teacher’s own beliefs.
History teachers should strive to help students understand the experiences and motivations of different groups and
individuals.
History teachers should train students to use critical thinking to identify bias, incomplete narratives and silenced or
absent voices.
History teachers should leave it to students to digest the evidence and interpretations, consider them in the light of
their own experiences and perspectives, and form their own views. If you start telling a student what they should
think and do, you are not teaching History any more.

 

It’s not easy for a teacher to do this when they have strong personal views, but that is precisely why this approach is
fair. (As a thought exercise, imagine that your child’s history teacher has strong personal, social or political views that
totally clash with yours. Would you have any objections if they followed the principles above?) It is also an approach
that protects government school history teachers from having to change their history teaching every time there is a
change of government.

 

That is why HTAV is happy to host exhibitors and presenters who are trying to increase the knowledge teachers hold
about a particular topic in the history curriculum, or trying to add to the pool of quality resources that teachers might
use. However, HTAV does not host exhibitors or resources that seek to encourage teachers to prioritise their own beliefs
and activism within their classroom practice.

 

I would be happy to discuss this with you further. I have offered several times to meet with Lucy Honan of TSSFP. HTAV is trying
to navigate a challenging ethical and professional question, and we can always benefit from mutual listening and conversation.
Our aim is to be fair and consistent, and to promote and defend excellent school History teaching. The many historians who have
engaged with HTAV over the past four decades will, I think, attest to HTAV’s integrity and good will.

 

Warm regards,

 

Deb

 

 

Dr Deb Hull

Executive Officer

 

 

A History I enjoyed recently and recommend is ‘The Rest is History’ podcast’s series on the early days of World War I,
focused on Germany, Austria, Serbia and the Eastern Front. The first episode in the series aired on 25 August 2025 (episode
594).

 

 

      

 

 

(03) 9417 3422

www.htav.asn.au

 

Carringbush Business Centre
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One further thought - can I ask that you please disseminate HTAV’s reply below to the Network members who were invited to
sign your letter?

 

Some members of the Network will not agree with HTAV’s thinking on this matter, but I would be very grateful if they could have
an opportunity to understand it. HTAV is a small not-for-profit organisation, established and governed by practicing school
history teachers, for the purpose of improving history teaching in schools and increasing young people’s interest in the subject.
Our relationships with university colleagues are central to achieving these aims.

 

I am so sad to see that you published the letter on LinkedIn before making an attempt to reach out and understand us. I had
understood us to be colleagues with a shared commitment to history education, and I am dismayed to find HTAV in this
situation.

 

Warm regards,

 

Deb

 

 

Dr Deb Hull

Executive Officer

 

 

A History I enjoyed recently and recommend is ‘The Rest is History’ podcast’s series on the early days of World War I,
focused on Germany, Austria, Serbia and the Eastern Front. The first episode in the series aired on 25 August 2025 (episode
594).

 

 

      

 

 

(03) 9417 3422

www.htav.asn.au

 

Carringbush Business Centre

Suite 105, 134-136 Cambridge St

Collingwood VIC 3066
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