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Plenary Panels

Opening Plenary Panel: Transformative Ambitions

Featuring leading scholars in the field, this opening panel for the conference will reflect on the
history of feminist and women’s history in Australia and beyond — and just how transformative it
has been. Speakers will address key developments both broadly and in relation to their own work.

Joy Damousi AM, is Dean of the Faculty of Arts at the Australian Catholic University. She is an
elected Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia and the Australian Academy of the
Humanities. She is the author of numerous books which include The Labour of Loss: Mourning,
Memory and Wartime Bereavement in Australia (Cambridge, 1999); Living with the Aftermath:
Trauma, Nostalgia and Grief in Post-war Australia(Cambridge, 2001); Freud in the Antipodes: A
Cultural History of Psychoanalysis in Australia (UNSW Press, 2005; winner of the Ernest Scott Prize),
Colonial Voices: A Cultural History of English in Australia 1840-1940(Cambridge 2010) and Memory
and Migration in the Shadow of War: Australia's Greek Immigrants after World War Il and the
Greek Civil War (Cambridge University Press, 2015) She is also currently the editor of the History
series for Melbourne University Press. Her current research includes war, trauma and post-war
Greek migration to Australia; sound and the two world wars; and child refugees and war. Professor
Damousi is a former President of the Australian Historical Association and served as President of
the Australian Academy of the Humanities from 2017-2020.

Marilyn Lake AO is Honorary Professorial Fellow at the University of Melbourne, where she
directed the ‘Australia in the World’ program of lectures, seminars and symposia between 2013
and 2016. Before then she was Charles La Trobe Professor in History at La Trobe University. She has
published 15 books including Limits of Hope: Soldier Settlement in Victoria 1915-38 (1987),
Creating a Nation (co-authored, 1994), Getting Equal: The history of Australian Feminism (1999),
FAITH: Faith Bandler Gentle Activist (2002), Drawing the Global Colour Line (co-authored, 2008)
and Progressive New World: How Settler Colonialism and TransPacific Exchange Shaped American
Reform (2019). In 2001/2 Lake was Visiting Chair in Australian Studies at Harvard University.
Between 2010 and 2014 she served two terms as President of the Australian Historical Association.
She has been elected a Fellow of the Academies of Humanities and Social Sciences in Australia and
International Fellow of the British Academy.

Angela Woollacott is Distinguished Professor Emerita of History at the Australian National
University. A former President of the Australian Historical Association, she is an elected Fellow of
the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia, the Australian Academy of the Humanities, and the
Royal Historical Society. Her most recent books are Don Dunstan: The visionary politician who
changed Australia (Allen & Unwin, 2019) which was shortlisted for the Magarey Medal for
Biography, and, co-edited with Michelle Arrow, Everyday Revolutions: Remaking Gender, Sexuality
and Culture in 1970s Australia (ANU Press, 2019) and How the Personal became Political: The
Feminist and Sexual Revolutions in 1970s Australia (Routledge, 2020). Woollacott has served on



advisory panels for the Reserve Bank of Australia and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.
She holds an Australian Research Council Discovery grant 2023-2025 for the project ‘Challenging
colonialism: Australians who helped the nation to embrace human equality’

Zora Simic (Chair and discussant) is an Associate Professor in History and Gender Studies in the
School of Humanities and Languages at UNSW where she teaches and researches histories of
feminism, sexuality and migration. She is currently co-writing a history of domestic violence in
Australia with Ann Curthoys and Catherine Kevin. Her first article was published in Lilith.

Plenary Panel: Reflections on Lilith and its Contributions to the Field

Featuring members of the Lilith Collective (from the very first to current) this panel will reflect on
the origins, development and significance of the journal over the past 40 years. Speakers will
discuss their experiences on the Collective, and how it shaped their own work and careers.

Michelle Arrow (Chair and discussant) is the current president of the Australian Historical
Association and professor of history at Macquarie University. She is the author of several books,
including The Seventies: The Personal, the Political and the Making of Modern Australia (2019),
which was awarded the 2020 Ernest Scott Prize for history. She is currently working on a biography
of the Australian writer and broadcaster Anne Deveson. Together with Rebecca Sheehan, Michelle
became the managing editor of Lilith in January 2025.

Jane Carey is an Associate Professor in History at the University of Wollongong. Her work spans
across settler colonial, women’s and Indigenous histories, with a focus on issues of race, science
and reproduction. She is the editor of several collections including Creating White Australia (2009),
Indigenous Networks (2014) and Colonial Formations (2021). Her most recent book, Taking to the
Field: A History of Australian Women in Science (2023), was awarded the 2025 Ernest Scott prize.
She was a member of the Lilith Collective from 2000-2002, managing editor of Lilith from 2010-13
and 2015-2017, and now serves on the journal’s editorial board.

Katie Holmes is Professor of History and Director of the Centre for the Study of the Inland at La
Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia. She lives on unceded Wurundjeri country. Katie was part of
the Lilith Collective between roughly 1987 — 1992 while undertaking her PhD at the University of
Melbourne. The book of her PhD thesis was published as Spaces in Her Day: Women’s diaries of
the 1920s-1930s (1995). Her work now integrates environmental, gender, oral and cultural history
and she has a particular interest in the interplay between an individual, their culture and
environment. Her recent research is on the cultures of drought in regional Victoria, and water
cultures and conflicts in Australia’s Murray Darling Basin. Katie’s other books include Between the
Leaves: Stories of women, writing and gardens (2011), and the co-authored Reading the Garden:
the Settlement of Australia (2008), Mallee Country: land, people, history (2020) and Failed
Ambitions: Kew Cottages and Changing Ideas of Intellectual Disability (2023).



Dr Yves Rees (they/them) is a writer and historian based on unceded Wurundjeri land. They are a
Senior Lecturer in History at La Trobe University, the co-host of Archive Fever history podcast, and
author of Travelling to Tomorrow: the modern women who sparked Australia’s romance with
America (NewSouth, 2024) and All About Yves: Notes from a Transition (Allen & Unwin, 2021).
They are also co-editor of Nothing to Hide: Voices of Trans and Gender Diverse Australia (Allen &
Unwin, 2022) and Transnationalism, Nationalism and Australian History (Palgrave, 2017). Rees was
awarded the 2020 ABR Calibre Essay Prize, a 2021 Varuna Residential Fellowship and the 2018
Serle Award. They are current co-editor of History Australia (official journal of the AHA) and during
2012-15 they served on the Lilith Editorial Collective.

Zoe Smith is a PhD candidate and gender historian in the School of History at the Australian
National University. Her doctoral research—a social, and cultural history of domestic violence in
New South Wales, Queensland, and Victoria between 1880-1914—sits at the intersections of
cultural history, social history, literary history, and feminist legal history. She has published
award-winning research on histories of domestic violence (including marital rape, economic abuse,
and coercive control), frontier sexual violence, Australian literature and film, colonial literature,
and gender and race in leading academic journals including History Australia, Australian Feminist
Studies and Women'’s History Review. She has been a member of the Lilith editorial collective and
the journal’s social media manager since December 2022.

Deborah Zion is Associate Professor Chair, Victoria University Human Research Ethics Committee
at Victoria University. She was a founding member of the Lilith collective from 1984 to 1985.

Closing Plenary Panel
Speaking Out: Indigenous and Palestinian Solidarities

This panel will address the importance of creating, demonstrating and maintaining solidarities with
and between Indigenous and Palestinian communities. As scholars and writers, how can we
contribute to truth-telling and justice? In the context of ongoing genocide, what are our
responsibilities to speak out?

Sary Zananiri

What can the act of researching Palestinian histories tell us about contemporary Australia? In a
time of such destruction, writing histories is vital to the preservation of communal cultural
memory. Yet just as so many lives have been destroyed, so too has the cultural heritage and
infrastructure of Palestine (archives, museums, monuments and archaeological sites), making the
race to document these histories all the more urgent, if increasingly impossible. Today, even to
highlight such cultural heritage through scholarship is to put it at risk, an effective self-censorship
that could otherwise promote Palestinian cultural diplomacy. Understanding the implications of



these manifold erasures in Palestine, it is inevitable to make comparison to Australia and the 500
nations on which it has been built.

Sary Zananiri is a cultural practitioner and cultural historian interested in how visual culture sheds
light on transformations of identity, particularly in the modern Middle East. Much of their work is
focused on the transnational circulation and historical impacts of Palestinian visual culture.
Zananiri’s forthcoming monograph, Photographing Biblical Modernity: Frank Scholten in British
Mandate Palestine (1B Tauris), looks at nationalist constructions of religion and masculinity in early
Mandate Palestine. They have co-edited three volumes: Imaging and Imagining Palestine:
Photography, Modernity and the Biblical Lens (Brill, 2021), European Cultural Diplomacy and Arab
Christians in Palestine: Between Contention and Connection (Palgrave McMillan, 2021) and
Revisiting Palestine Illustrated (Amsterdam University Press, forthcoming). Zananiri exhibits locally
and internationally, most recently at Alta Forma (2025), the Qattan Foundation, Ramallah (2023),
University of Groningen Library (2023), INALCO, Paris (June-July 2022), the Mawjoudin Queer Film
Festival, Tunis (September 2022. Zananiri was a Postdoctoral Researcher at Leiden University, a
Visiting Lecturer at Dar al Kalima in Bethlehem and an Honorary Fellow of the AAIA. They are
currently a Senior Lecturer at Monash Art, Design and Architecture.

Micaela Sahhar

The history of transcultural exchanges between First Nations and Palestinian communities beyond
the framework of the settler colony deserve closer attention. Such attention will better illuminate
the complementarity of experiences without negating the important particularities of context. This
short paper will attend to recent instances and initiatives that centre collaboration in cultural and
academic settings which foreground robust ongoing work and relationships.

Micaela Sahhar is an Australian-Palestinian academic, writer and educator living on unceded
Wurundjeri Country. She currently lectures in the Creative Writing Program in the School of Media
& Communication at RMIT University. Her essays, poetry and commentary have appeared in
Cordite, Meanjin, Overland, Southerly and Sydney Review of Books among others. Her current
research centres on questions of narrative appropriation and occlusion and methodologies of
narrative resistance through rethinking archival practices. She has published on the distortion of
media narrative in representing Israeli assaults on Palestinian territory, and on questions of
censorship and social cohesion. She is a Wheeler Centre Next Chapter Fellow (2021), a grant
recipient from the Neilma Sidney Literary Travel Fund (2022-2023) and was commended for the
Peter Blazey Fellowship (2024). Find Me at the Jaffa Gate: an encyclopaedia of a Palestinian family
(NewSouth, 2025) is her first book.

Crystal McKinnon

A/Prof Crystal McKinnon is an Amangu Yamatji academic and community organiser. She is an
Associate Professor in History, Law and Justice at the University of Melbourne. Her research work
has looked at concepts of Indigenous sovereignty, justice and law, and Indigenous social
movements, resistance and protest. Crystal is the co-editor of Aboriginal History journal and



co-convening editor of Postcolonial Studies journal, and is an editorial board member of newly
established Sovereign Texts: Journal of First Peoples Literature. She is an executive member of the
Australian Research Council Centre of Excellence for Indigenous Futures, and is an ARC DECRA
Fellow. Her most recent publications include NAIS Journal (2025) and Cambridge World History of
Genocide (2023). She serves as Chair of Board for the Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service, and a
board member of the Institute for Postcolonial Studies and for the Aboriginal History Archive, and
as a steering committee member for Law and Advocacy Centre for Women, and the Dhadjowa
Foundation.

Jordana Silverstein (Chair and discussant) is a Jewish woman who lives in Naarm and works as an
Australian Research Council Future Fellow based at the University of Melbourne. An
award-winning historian who is currently studying memories and histories of the long aftermaths
of statelessness, she is the author of Anxious Histories: Narrating the Holocaust in Jewish
Communities at the Beginning of the Twenty-First Century (2015) and Cruel Care: A History of
Children at Our Borders (2023) and is the co-creator and host of the 'Being Stateless' podcast
(2024). She is a former co-convenor of the Australian Women’s History Network, currently sits on
the boards of the Institute of Postcolonial Studies (IPCS) and Australia Palestine Advocacy Network
(APAN), and is a co-Convening Editor of Postcolonial Studies.



General Paper Sessions
Alphabetical by first speaker family name

Forging Feminist Responses to Sexual Violence: Anne Deveson, ‘The Train’ and the Biographical
Possibilities of the Unmade Film

Michelle Arrow

In 1976, the National Times exposed a shocking culture of gang rape in Ingham, Queensland. The
practice was referred to as ‘the train’, where ‘as many as twenty men sexually used one woman’ in
a cane field or a vacant lot. The male participants did not ‘regard a ‘train’ as rape’ and the female
victims came to believe that ‘recourse to the law was futile’. It was a horrifying story which fuelled
growing feminist outrage about rape in the mid-1970s. Journalist and broadcaster Anne Deveson
was a Commissioner on the Royal Commission on Human Relationships when she first read about
the Ingham case. Rape and sexual offences were part of the Commission’s focus and their research
highlighted the ubiquity of sexual assault and the often-appalling treatment of survivors by police
and the justice system. Deveson reinforced this in her popular book summarising the Commission’s
findings, Australians at Risk, which included a chapter on rape.

To extend awareness about sexual assault and the social conditions necessary for it to flourish,
Deveson devised a feature film based on the Ingham case, called ‘The Train’. In the various script
notes and drafts of the film in her personal papers, Deveson tried to frame the town’s rape culture
as symptomatic of a deeply ingrained misogyny. Yet she also attempted to raise consciousness and
provide the audience with a more satisfying resolution to the story: one in which women in the
community rise up and the male perpetrators of assault were ejected from their community.
Deveson’s interest in creating a drama about sexual assault occurred against a backdrop of
increased feminist attention on rape: yet the film was never made. In this paper | will attempt to
reconstruct the feminist world Deveson tried to create in her film treatment, and to speculate on
the value of unfinished or unmade projects to biography.

Michelle Arrow is professor in Modern History at Macquarie University and co-managing editor of
Lilith. She is the author of four books, including The Seventies: The Personal, the Political and the
Making of Modern Australia (2019) and Personal Politics: Sexuality, Gender and the Remaking of
Citizenship in Australia (Monash University Publishing, 2024), co-authored with Leigh Boucher,
Barbara Baird and Robert Reynolds.



‘Mirror of the shape and face of the world’: Theatre and Activist Pedagogy in Late-1920s West
Sumatra, Indonesia

Bronwyn Beech Jones

In August 2025, images of Ana facing riot police, holding an Indonesian flag and wearing a pink
hijab, became an icon for the 17+8 People’s Demands for reforms and justice and against the
militarisation of Indonesian politics. Months prior, the Indonesian government announced a major
project to rewrite official national history. Criticism grew when scoping materials excluded key
moments, particularly twentieth-century human rights abuses. Also absent was the First
Indonesian Women'’s Congress of 1928. Soon after, the Minister of Culture denied documented
histories of sexual violence targeting Chinese Indonesian women in May 1998 and sought to
discredit feminist interventions in public discourse.

Focusing on nationalist organising in the 1920s, this presentation examines how awareness raising
about gendered injustices, including violence against women and girls, was central to foundational
feminist activism. Using Malay-language West Sumatran women’s periodicals, | analyse two
theatrical performances that centred an ideal Minangkabau warrior figure in 1928 and 1929.
Writers considered theatre as a pedagogical tool to promote oral literary culture and contribute to
the formation of an agentive and vocal ideal Indonesian woman. In the context of ongoing
struggles over Indonesian history, | seek to shed new light on ways activists understood their forms
of resistance.

Dr Bronwyn Anne Beech Jones is Assistant Lecturer in History in the School of Historical and
Philosophical Studies at the University of Melbourne where she teaches gender history and
Southeast Asian history. Bronwyn is co-editor of Rethinking Histories of Indonesia: Experiencing,
Resisting and Renegotiating Coloniality (ANU Press, 2025).



“Dental Dams were good sling-shots”: Australian Lesbian and Queer Women’s Sexual
Innovations, 1980s—-1990s

Sophie Bekir-Robinson

This paper examines how Australian lesbian and queer women transformed social scenes into
politicised spaces of sexual health education and empowerment during the 1980s and 1990s.
Emerging from the Women’s and Gay Liberation movements of the 1970s, these communities
responded to the AIDS crisis with creative resilience, forging grassroots campaigns that also
challenged mainstream neglect of their own sexual health needs. | will highlight how feminist and
lesbian activists in the eastern states pioneered sexual health initiatives through art, performance,
and party culture. Central to this exploration is the controversial marketing of the dental dam,
which became a symbol of both absurdity and innovation. These campaigns reveal intersections
between health, identity, and community-building that remain underrepresented in public health
narratives. By mapping these deeply sexual and deeply political spaces, the paper reframes lesbian
and queer women as vital ‘sex radicals’ and ‘sexual pioneers’ in Australia’s public health history.

Dr Sophie Bekir-Robinson is a historian of Australian sexual liberation movements, with a specialist
focus on lesbian feminist activism, oral historiography and deep engagement with
community-based archives. Her research has been featured in national media, including the ABC'’s
acclaimed docuseries Queerstralia, where she discussed the amazing, but still often unrecognised
role of lesbian and queer women in Australian radical social movements.



Families, Advocacy, and the Politics of Visibility: Refugee Voices in Regional Australia
Ella Birt

Historically, appeals to family and the vulnerability of children have been powerful catalysts for
action, especially in the context of refugees and asylum seekers. Drawing on oral history interviews
with refugee and asylum-seeking families, this talk explores how individuals, community
advocates, and the media have mobilised to defend the rights of asylum seekers to remain in
Australia, often through the lens of family. Using Ballarat, Victoria as a case study, it also considers
the additional challenges posed by regionality and how these shape advocacy for refugee families.

The talk further examines the persistent invisibility of refugee women and the complexities of
representing their voices. Structural barriers, such as limited access to English-language programs
for mothers, and research barriers (including funding constraints), often mean that women,
particularly mothers, are spoken for by husbands or children. This raises critical questions about
how to ensure their perspectives are heard and valued.

Ella Birt is a PhD student at Australian Catholic University exploring refugee and asylum seeker
policy in Australia. Ella’s thesis focuses on regional Victoria (specifically Ballarat), analysing how
regionality impacts refugee families' experiences. Her work examines how immigration policy
defines who is and who isn't a family in modern Australia.



“Basically no woman would be really keen”: Women at the Australian Gay Archives, 1978 - 1991
Eli Branagh

Throughout the 1980s, male members of the Australian Gay Archives (AGA) were self-conscious
about the lack of women in their organisation and archival collection. These men frequently made
public commitments to including women in the Archives. They extended several invitations to
women to join, most of which fell flat. Without resorting to separatism as historical explanation,
this paper asks why AGA struggled to attract women to its organisation and collection throughout
the 1980s. It finds that the Archives was in a double bind. Women often articulated the
expectation that the Archives would provide a woman as the point of contact for the Archives.
Having so few women in the organisation, AGA could not provide the liaisons needed to secure
relations with women’s organisations. AGA could not realise their commitment to including
women until they had women in the Archives to work as liaisons with women’s groups. This paper
gestures towards the meanings we might make of the unresolved — and largely unresolvable —
dilemma of women'’s place at AGA. It suggests that this double bind made the Archives a site
where we can witness shifting and sometimes surprising ideas about women’s place in
‘community’ and the history of this ‘community’.

Eli Branagh (he/him) is a PhD candidate living and working on unceded Wallumattagal land, at
Macquarie University in Sydney, Australia. His research concerns how social movements imagine
and deploy the past in their politics. His PhD historicises the emergence of queer community
archives in Australia, Canada, and Britain.
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Care or Coercion? Parents’ Role in Reproductive Coercion and Abuse

Cassandra Byrnes

Reproductive coercion and abuse (RCA) that occurs in interpersonal relationships is usually
documented between intimate partners. More recently, there has been a push to reconsider the
role of the family in experiences of RCA, where victims have reported reproductive interference
from parents, siblings, and in-laws. This paper will examine historical instances of RCA where
parents have intervened in their children’s reproductive decisions, challenging us to think through
the question of what is being experienced: care or coercion? Considering the contraceptive
revolution from the 1960s, coupled with changing social and gendered norms, ideas of bodily and
reproductive autonomy were evolving—but was this also the case for teenagers? This research
grapples with the complexities of medical consent, sexual consent, and parents’ rights to explore
where the line between care and coercion fell for adolescent bodies.

Dr Cassandra Byrnes (she/her) is a History Lecturer and Convenor of Gender Studies at the
University of Queensland, with a current research focus on reproductive healthcare in the recent
past. Her recent publications include A History of Abortion and Contraception in Queensland,
Australia, 1960-1989 and The Limits of Consent: Sexual Assault and Affirmative Consent.
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Creating Communities Through Italian Migrant Women’s Stories

Teresa Capetola, Elena Callipari and Luci Callipari Marcuzo Ascolta Women Inc. is a creative
collective of intergenerational, multidisciplinary Italian Australian and Italian-affiliated women who
represent a feminist diaspora through artistic works, academic dialogue, and community practice.
Established in 2020, the collective now includes more than 70 women across Australia, London,
and Canada.

At its heart, Ascolta Women Inc. builds community by nurturing belonging, celebrating diversity,
and honouring women’s stories. Our biweekly online writing workshops have produced a series of
annual anthologies that chart collective and individual experiences:
e Stories from the Inside (2021) — exploring isolation and resilience during COVID lockdowns.
e Stories from La Tavola (2022) — interrogating the role of food in shaping Italian Australian
women’s identities.
e Stories from La Notte (2023) — deconstructing female archetypes associated with the night.
e Stories from La Terra (2024) — engaging with legacies of belonging to multiple “terre/lands”
and our relationships with the natural world.
e Stories from the Other Side (2025) — questioning the limits of binary relationships with
others and ourselves.

In 2026 we will launch our sixth anthology, Stories from il Corpo, which asserts the deep
connections between mind, body, spirit and self.

This presentation demonstrates how creative practice explores and documents migrant women’s
histories in Australia and Italy, expands feminist dialogues, and contributes to transdisciplinary
conversations on identity, diaspora, and feminist futures.

Ascolta Women Inc. is a creative collective of multigenerational Italian-affiliated women across
Australia, Canada and London. Founded in 2020 to give voice and to listen (ascoltare), to unheard
stories and lived experiences from the Italian diaspora. They regularly present at national and
international conferences and appear on Italian and English-speaking national and regional media,
including Rete Italia, Radio Italia, SBS radio and I/ Globo.
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The Weaponisation of History in Attacks on Reproductive Rights
Jane Carey

This paper examines how historical narratives have been mobilised in attacks on reproductive
rights over the past thirty years, culminating in the overturning of Roe v. Wade in 2022. A central
focus is the invocation of twentieth-century associations between birth control and eugenics,
which feature prominently in both “right to life” campaigns and US legal decisions.

Since 2020, numerous organisations have issued apologies and engaged in renaming efforts to
distance themselves from this past, particularly from figures such as Margaret Sanger and Marie
Stopes, both committed eugenicists. Yet feminist scholarship has remained largely focused on
explaining and defending the reputations of Sanger and Stopes, retaining them as heroines of
women'’s fight for bodily autonomy. This paper argues that we must find new ways to confront
these histories, and the ways they have been appropriated and weaponised, in order to blunt one
of the most powerful tools in the anti-abortion movement’s arsenal.

Jane Carey is an Associate Professor in History at the University of Wollongong. Her work spans
across settler colonial, women’s and Indigenous histories, with a focus on issues of race, science
and reproduction. She is the editor of several collections including Creating White Australia (2009),
Indigenous Networks (2014) and Colonial Formations (2021). Her most recent book, Taking to the
Field: A History of Australian Women in Science (2023), was awarded the 2025 Ernest Scott prize.
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“Invisible migrants”: Cultural Erasure and the Evolution of the Dutch Community in New South
Wales

Meagan Carter

Australian postwar migration often represents women as only wives, mothers, and workers.
Migrant women are much more than that, though — they are often the cultural cornerstones of
their respective diasporas. Dutch migrant women are no exception. Typically arriving in family
units, Dutch women frequently struggled to assimilate, maintaining their cultural ties through
language and tradition. For the Dutch matriarchs, assimilation was not easy; they were often seen
to be left behind while their family became Australian. Faced with the dual pressure of keeping a
Dutch home, and being an active member in Australian society, Dutch migrant women became
cultural caretakers. Though a commitment to the Dutch notion of aanpassen (conforming) was
ingrained within many Dutch migrants, women were also expected to maintain gezelligheid
(cosiness) in private and public spaces. This was a responsibility which did not encumber Dutch
men and children; for them, becoming “Australian” was far simpler. For generations, women have
been responsible for cultural maintenance, fighting back against Dutch cultural erasure in New
South Wales. This paper will explore the role and impact of women on the Dutch diaspora in New
South Wales, as they reconciled with the dichotomic pressures of assimilation and cultural
homemaking.

Meagan Carter is an Honours student at the Australian Catholic University in Sydney. She is

researching Dutch women’s history and has a keen interest in women’s history and migration
studies.
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Cinema’s Temptresses: Gender and Power in Ancient World Films
Tyla Cascaes

Gender in the ancient world as depicted through film speaks to founding stories, forging
communities, and feminist futures. The ancient world was a source of inspiration and a space for
experimentation for early filmmakers, creating crucial founding stories for women in cinema. Early
twentieth century film that highlighted gender as a fundamental aspect of social and political
relations drew on transgressive women from the ancient world. Complex representations of
ancient women on screen, like Cleopatra, prompted audiences to engage with histories of women
in positions of power, as well as the contemporary resonances of these figures.

Critically reviewing the way ancient women have been understood over time, including recent film
adaptations, allows us as gender historians to look toward a feminist future in which complex,
nuanced constructions of women are celebrated and acclaimed. In this presentation | will examine
the controversial figure of the ancient ‘temptress’, in films such as Cleopatra (1917) and The Sign of
the Cross (1932), to show how women in power were crafted through casting and costuming.
These significant aspects of characterisation were publicly and critically reviewed, reinforcing
gendered expectations of women in cinema. Thinking carefully about ancient women in such
twentieth-century productions allows us to better appreciate how cinema was shaped by
feminism, and, in return, how feminism was shaped by cinema.

Tyla Cascaes is a PhD candidate at The University of Queensland, Australia, researching the role of
casting in the creation and repetition of cinema’s Roman characters. Her research interests lie

in the classical reception of ancient Rome in film and popular culture, and how ancient individuals
are used to reflect and reinforce contemporary concerns and ideals.
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Forgotten Histories of Female Railway Gatekeepers
Alex Christopher

This paper explores the overlooked histories of women employed as railway gatekeepers in

New South Wales, with the case of Margaret Callaghan at its centre. Gatekeepers—often

widows of railway workers—were responsible for the crucial task of managing level crossings, yet
their labour was framed as marginal, non-technical, and unskilled.

Margaret Callaghan, employed after her husband’s death, was charged with manslaughter
following an accident at her gates. Despite evidence of broader systemic shortcomings, the court
placed responsibility on her alone. The judge denied her a fair hearing, while the Railways
distanced itself from accountability, underscoring the precarious and undervalued position of
women gatekeepers.

Drawing on archival records and situating Callaghan’s case within the wider context of female
gatekeeping, this paper considers how women’s contributions to railway safety and operations
were essential yet rendered invisible in official narratives. It reflects on the methodological
challenges of reconstructing marginalised women’s lives. In recovering the female railway
gatekeeper as a vital operator of technology, the paper repositions women within labour and
transport history and contributes to broader conversations about whose work is remembered, and
on what terms. In doing so, it speaks directly to nurturing feminist histories in precarious times and
to forging communities of remembrance for feminist futures.

Alex Christopher is a postgraduate History student at the University of Sydney and a museum
professional with over twenty years’ experience in the arts and cultural sector. Her research
explores gender, technology, and labour in colonial Australia, focusing on how marginalised groups
are remembered—or forgotten—in archives and public history.
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Feminist Journals and the Politics of Knowledge: Refractory Girl, Hecate, Les Cahiers du GRIF,
Signs, and Hypatia

Clare Colebrook and Jessica Marian

This paper examines five major journals in feminist theory, Refractory Girl, Hecate, Les Cahiers du
GRIF, Signs, and Hypatia, to explore their histories, editorial projects, and intellectual significance.
Emerging almost simultaneously across Australia, Europe, and the United States in the 1970s,
these journals became crucial sites for the production, translation, and circulation of feminist
thought. Each positioned itself differently in relation to feminist politics and academic institutions:
While Signs quickly established itself within elite U.S. academia, Refractory Girl and Les Cahiers du
GRIF resisted assimilation to scholarly norms, Hecate offered a politically engaged and
interdisciplinary feminist platform, and Hypatia struggled to balance feminist commitments with
disciplinary prestige. This paper will trace these trajectories through the journals' founding
documents, editorial practices, and reception, to show how feminist intellectual labor was
entangled with hierarchies of recognition, reputation, and exclusion within the neoliberal academy.
In this setting, some of these journals' editors sought to theorise alternative models of community
and recognition that exceeded academic prestige economies. We argue for understanding feminist
journals not simply as vehicles for dissemination but as “bodies of knowledge” that staged
distinctive negotiations between theory, politics, and institutional power.

Claire Colebrook is Professor of English Literature at Monash University. They are contributors to
the ARC Discovery Project "Journals in Theory: Practices of Academic Judgement" (2023-2026).

Jessica Marian is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in English at the University of Melbourne and a
2025 Visiting Researcher at the University of California Los Angeles.
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Gender, Unfreedom, Voices: Plantation Cultures of the Western Pacific and their Legacies
Penny Edmonds, Deirdre Coleman and Imelda Miller

Plantations across the Western Pacific, including in Australia, have been too often cast by labour
historians as imperial ‘economic complexes’, with little attention to the gendered and social
dynamics that shaped them. New critical historical work on Pacific Islander women, their journeys
across oceans, and their domestic and plantation service in the 19" ¢ Western Pacific is overdue.
Moving (voluntarily or) by force between Pacific Islands and colonies these women constituted a
crucial source of domestic labour and care in regions where white women were scarce. Their
stories remain underexamined. Our new ARC project uncovers the hidden histories of Anglo and
German plantations in the region, tracing slavery, blackbirding, indenture, and other forms of
unfreedom through the lens of gender and mixed relationships. Building on the pioneering
interventions of Kay Saunders, Margaret Jolly, and Tracey Banivanua Mar, we foreground Pacific
women’s voices and lives, illuminating the intimate, often violent, biopolitics of the labour trade
and its enduring legacies. We ask: what methods and interpretive frames, and ‘'new’ archives can
allow us to ‘hear’ the suppressed experiences of ASSI, Pacific, and Indian Girmitiya women—their
resistance, resilience, and strategies of subversion? Bringing together creative and historical
scholarship and inspired by ASSI artist Jasmine Togo-Brisby’s call for a ‘defiance to remember, we
explore how memory, art, and scholarship can reckon with plantation pasts and their unfinished
futures.

Penny Edmonds is Matthew Flinders Professor, History, in the College of Humanities, Arts and
Social Sciences at Flinders University, in Adelaide. Her research is in the areas of Australian and
Pacific-region histories, colonial and postcolonial histories, gender, and museums. Penny is the lead
Chief Investigator of the new Australian Research Council project ‘Unfreedom, Voices, Redress:
Plantation Cultures of the Western Pacific’ (2025-2028).

Deirdre Coleman holds the Robert Wallace Chair of English at the University of Melbroune. She is
currently a Redmond Barry Distinguished Professor and Co-Director of the Faculty of Arts Research
Unit, Enlightenment, Romanticism, Contemporary Culture. Her most recent book examines the
links between natural history, slavery, and empire, Henry Smeathman, the Flycatcher (Liverpool UP,
2018). Other research interests include 18th and 19th century literature and cultural history;
abolitionism, women's writing, travel, colonialism (West Africa, West Indies, Botany Bay), the
development of racial ideology, and the gothic. Her most recent ARC Discovery project, 'Slavery,
Sugar, Race: Australia's South Sea Islander Labourers' (2022-2024), involves collaboration with
University of NSW, the Australian South Sea Islanders Association, the Wilberforce Institute, UK,
and University College, London.

Imelda Miller is the Curator of First Nations Cultures at Queensland Museum. She works with
material culture and archival collections to enhance access for communities of origin. Her
curatorial practice integrates cultural practice, deep engagement, and community-led research.
Specialising in Australian South Sea Islander history, heritage, and identity, Imelda has held diverse
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museum roles across major and regional institutions, government, and volunteer-run
organisations. Her work spans temporary and touring exhibitions, public programs, digital
collections, and storytelling projects. She remains dedicated to fostering meaningful connections

between communities and cultural heritage.
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‘It is barbarism beyond words. Fair dinkum’: Politicising Later Gestation Abortion in Australia,
1990s-2008

Prudence Flowers

From approximately 1994 onwards, the Australian anti-abortion movement and its political allies
began to focus their rhetoric and activism on opposing the statistically tiny number of abortions
that occur later in pregnancy. This strategic pivot was in part a concession to their judicial and
legislative losses in the prior decades. Significantly, it also mirrored a shift that was occurring in the
United States movement. By bringing pseudo-scientific American rhetoric into local contexts,
Australian anti-abortionists managed to capture media and political attention about so-called
‘partial-birth abortions,” ‘late-term abortions,” and infants ‘born-alive’ after abortion. These
controversies in turn saw the amplification of tropes that stigmatised and politicised later abortion
patients and providers. It ends with the 2007-08 debates over abortion decriminalisation in
Victoria, a moment which saw the synthesising of these claims about later abortion and which
became a model for later groups fighting against law reform. Although Australian opponents of
abortion ultimately failed in their goal of preventing decriminalisation, their tactics helped ensure
that abortion is still exceptionalised rather than accepted as health care. Significantly, several of
these tropes continue to circulate, shaping how later abortion is politically, culturally, and medically
understood into the 2020s.

Dr Prudence Flowers is a Senior Lecturer in US History at Flinders University. Her research focuses
on social movement activism, modern conservatism, and the politics of gender, sexuality, and the
body. She is the author of The Right-to-Life Movement, the Reagan Administration and the Politics
of Abortion (2019) and The Reagan Revolution (2025).
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Singing Her Praises: Women, History, and Recognition

Karen Fox

In 1899, not long after women won the right to vote in New Zealand and South Australia, Mrs Alec
K. Morrison gave a paper on the question ‘Should Women Have Titles?’ at the Grosvenor Crescent
(Ladies) Club in London. Although women had begun to achieve status in the worlds of medicine
and science, Morrison noted, they were nevertheless denied the honours conferred on men.
Within the context of feminist agitation for equality, women like Morrison were beginning to
question the exclusion of women from the ranks of the honoured. Feminist struggles for
recognition of women’s achievements and contributions to society have continued to the present
day, with recent campaigns in Australia and elsewhere to increase the representation of women on
banknotes, as statues, and among the recipients of official honours. This paper reflects on past and
present feminist struggles for recognition for women in a range of contexts, from official honours
systems to national biographical dictionaries and monumental landscapes. In doing so, it
underlines the ongoing importance to the feminist project of making visible women’s contributions
to the life and history of the community.

Dr Karen Fox is a senior academic research editor for the Australian Dictionary of Biography at the
National Centre of Biography in the School of History at the Australian National University. She is
fascinated by issues of fame and reputation in history. Her most recent book is Honouring a
Nation: A History of Australia’s Honours System (2022).
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Girlhood History as Feminist History: Bringing Together Analyses of Gender and Age
Catherine Gay

This paper seeks to bring together two categories of historical analysis: the well-established
category of gender and the emerging category of age. Feminist historians have long thought about
how social and cultural constructions of gender have shaped the lives of adult women, but they
rarely turn their full attention to these women’s predecessors—their girlhood selves. Historians of
children and youth have recently begun to theorise age as a category of historical analysis, namely
how experience changes over the life course, but often overlook gender in their studies. What
insights could be garnered by bringing these two analytical categories into conversation with one
another?

To explore this question, | offer several examples from my doctoral research. My dissertation
examined the lives of Indigenous and settler girls in nineteenth-century Australia. In studying the
young and female, | offered a new lens on Australian history, arguing that girls held a unique place
in colonial society. In this paper, | will demonstrate that by bringing together an analysis of gender
and age, | was able to uncover girls’ own emotional experiences and cultural contributions. These
categories also allowed me to move beyond individual experiences to think about the various ways
girls might destabilise or uphold the social order of an empire.

Catherine Gay is an award-winning historian and curator. Her research focuses on histories of
childhood and youth, with further expertise in material culture studies. Catherine was a Hansen
Trust PhD Scholar at the University of Melbourne from 2020 to 2024. During her doctorate, she
was a Research Associate at Museums Victoria.
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Bessie Head: A Micro-History of a Woman’s Writings against South African Apartheid in the
1960s and their International Impact

Nadia Gregory

Activism against apartheid occurred on a global scale: both internal and external movements led to
its eventual downfall. There have been various studies of the global solidarity against apartheid
that occurred through movements in the latter half of the 20" century, yet there are still many
stories of different forms of protest, particularly by women, that have not been focused on. In this
presentation, | will explain the research | have uncovered so far in my doctorate on micro-histories
of Coloured women, with a focus on the story of Bessie Head’s protest writings in the 1960s. | will
focus on how emotions in fictional writings became a significant vehicle for protests against racism
to be echoed internationally, and discuss the effectiveness of this activism. | will also look at how
her exile in Botswana allowed for her to look at the situation in South Africa uniquely, and the
impact this had on her work. Her story is an example of how writing was a powerful form of
protest for those whose voices became stifled under the apartheid regime, and allowed for
messages of protest to be shared internationally.

Nadia Gregory is a PhD student at the University of Wollongong, Australia, who

specialises in South African history. Her research is focused on Coloured women’s roles in the
movement against apartheid in the mid to late 20th century.
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Grasping the Goat by the Horn: Reimagining the Witch in Contemporary Art Practice
Ebony Gulliver

This paper is drawn from my ongoing PhD research into the disruptive potential of the witch in
contemporary art and exhibition making. This presentation will explore the ways contemporary
artists are embodying the witch and adopting witchcraft practices to challenge the status quo and
propose social, political, and metaphysical alternatives to prevailing hegemonies. Through a series
of illuminating and humorous juxtapositions, | will show how contemporary artists are co-opting
and subverting the stereotypical depictions of the witch popularised by male artists throughout
western art history. | will chart the development of the witch from sexualised object of male
titillation to fleshy and vengeful subjectivity. Through embodied practices, violence, grotesque
humour, and witchy rituals, contemporary artists are connecting with matrilineal inheritances,
animating suppressed knowledges, and conjuring more equitable and diverse futures through their
exhibition making. In this time of precarity defined by cultural imperialism and extractive
relationships to the earth, the witch remains a slippery and potent figure with subversive potential.
Through uncovering the obscured histories of the witch and revitalising witchcraft practices,
scholars and artists are engaging in a powerful counter narrative that destabilises the omnipotence
of patriarchal, capitalist modernity.

Ebony Gulliver is an independent artist, educator and researcher currently undertaking a
practice-led PhD in partnership with ACU and the Art Gallery of Ballarat. My research entails a
long-duration residency at the Gallery and will culminate in a curated exhibition of collection
objects. In both my artistic practice and my research, | am interested in the relationship between
embodiment, affect and intersubjectivity in the encounter with art.
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Archiving Ordinary Lives: Building Intergenerational Communities through Feminist Archives in
the Eastern Himalayas, India

Chitrangi Kakoti

In Northeast India’s Himalayan borderlands, where histories have often been written by outsiders,
there is an urgent need to tell own stories. This paper reflects on the archival work of The
Confluence Collective, based in Kalimpong in the Eastern Himalayas, with a focus on their Gender
and Sexuality Archives. What began as informal conversations amongst friends and family and the
sharing of stories of lived experiences, has since developed into a sustained effort to document
and archive women’s lives, as well as that of other gender and sexual minorities, and the everyday
negotiations of these communities shaped by militarism, borders and political violence.

Drawing from my ongoing conversations with the Collective, this paper asks: What does it mean to
build a feminist archive of everyday life under conditions of chronic precarity and state violence?
The Collective’s archival practices have become vital forms of community-building, creating
intergenerational bridges and allowing stories once silenced to resurface through spaces of
re-membering and storytelling. These practices not only provide opportunities for connection and
collective healing but also contributes to knowledge-production grounded in community
experience. In doing so, The Confluence Collective offers ways to re-imagine feminist futures built
on intergenerational solidarity, care, and collective storytelling.

Chitrangi Kakoti is a PhD Candidate in Gender Studies at the University of Melbourne. Her doctoral
research studies feminist digital archives of gender-based violence as potential counter-archives to
postcolonial nation-building projects of the Indian nation-state. Her previous research focused on
the intersections of gender, militarism and state violence at borderlands.
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The Case for a History of lllegal Abortion as a History of Labour and a History of Knowledge

Catherine Kevin

One of Barbara Baird’s earliest publications on the history of abortion was her 1991 Lilith article
‘Abortion in South Australia before 1970: an oral history project’. Based on Baird’s thesis | Had One
Too, it gave space to women’s detailed and varied accounts of abortion in South Australia. Baird did
this work at the beginning of what is now close to four decades of abortion research that has
centred the stories of women, doctors and other abortionists and dismantled the cliches of
abortions past that continue to be mobilised for anti- and pro-abortion campaigns. The nexus of
Baird’s abortion activism and research was made explicit in her Lilith article and has driven her
work ever since.

Taking its cues from Baird’s body of work, and in the context of a history of teratogenic hormone
pregnancy testing in which the intersections of illegal abortionists’ expertise and the development
of drug regulation regimes become clear, this paper makes a case for approaching the history of
illegal abortion as a history of labour driven by a variety of motives and ethics of care and giving
rise to a range of expertise. This work, | argue, has a place in the unfinished business of
destigmatising abortion care in medical education and practice.

Catherine Kevin is an Associate Professor in History at Flinders University. She has written on
histories of pregnancy, miscarriage and abortion as well as state-sponsored and intimate-partner
reproductive coercion and abuse, the latter as part of a larger history of domestic and family
violence. Her book Dispossession and the Making of “Jedda” (Dir. Chauvel, 1955), Hollywood in
Ngunnawal Country was published in 2020.
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‘[W]omen are not supposed to be interested in a federated Australia’: South Australian Women’s
Passionate Investment in the Promise of Federation

Rachel Macpherson

Federation in 1901 has long since been recognised as formalising the Australian nation-state and
activating Australian nationalism. Feminist historians, such as Marilyn Lake and Ann Curthoys, have
long argued, this transition from colonies to federated nation has been framed overwhelmingly as
a masculinised and racialised project. However, as theorists such as Nira Yuval-Davis and Anne
McClintock have noted, women’s relationships with nationalism were at times fraught, uneasy, and
largely symbolic. As a consequence, many historians of nationalism have obscured women'’s
participation in nationalist movements and in resulting nation-building projects.

In recent decades, feminist historians have begun the task of reclaiming the nationalist woman. In
this paper, | aim to continue this trend by examining how some prominent Australian women
articulated their emotional and political attachment to Federation. | focus on two South
Australians, Elizabeth Webb Nicholls and Catherine Helen Spence, who viewed Federation as a
symbol of the possibilities for democracy, sisterhood, solidarity, and community. Informed by
scholarship on belonging, memory, collective identity, and the feminist concept of storytelling and
political grammar, | discuss both women’s visions for a unique, progressive, and feminine nation
that was respectful of and guided by the values of a distinctively Australian womanhood.

Rachel Macpherson is a PhD candidate at the University of Wollongong, Australia. Her research
focuses on women’s nationalism and emotional belonging in the US and Australia at the turn of
the 20" Century. She also works as a research assistant on the ARC project, Archiving Social
Movements & Building Historical Literacy for a Digital Age.
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Amplifying the Voices of Historically Underrepresented Australian Women through Podcasting
Corey Martin

Across decades of Australian scholarship, feminist and history scholars have identified a sustained
gap in the public telling of Australian women’s histories, calling for more inclusive, accessible and
audience-expanding modes of dissemination (McGrath, 2014; Morgan, 2009; Chilton, 2020;
Damousi, 1999). This paper examines podcasting’s capacity to address this gap through Maiden
Australia, a documentary-style series developed from the presenter’s practice-led PhD, Amplifying
the Voices of Historically Underrepresented Australian Women through Podcasting.

Drawing on episodes including: Rosaleen Norton: The Witch of Kings Cross, Fanny Finch: The
Woman Who Voted lllegally, and Margaret Tucker: The First Aboriginal Woman to Write an
Autobiography, the paper examines how Maiden Australia weaves together interviews with
academics and advocates, narration, archival traces, and sound design to construct textured
narratives in which women’s experiences are placed at the centre.

Harnessing the imaginative and intimate capacities of the medium (Llinares, 2020; Copeland,
2018), these practices move beyond conventional historical accounts, enabling listeners to engage
with women'’s history on an emotional and visceral level. Reflecting on production methods and
outcomes, the paper argues that podcasting can constitute a distinctive form of feminist
historiography. In a climate of precarity within humanities disciplines, Maiden Australia
demonstrates how feminist history can be re-energised through sound, engaging wider audiences
and contributing to feminist futures.

Dr Corey Martin is a lecturer in Media and Communication at Swinburne University and tutor in
Audio Journalism at the University of Melbourne. She produces Maiden Australia, a podcast
extending from her PhD on overlooked women in Australian history. Her background includes
copywriting, production, and announcing in commercial and public radio.
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“Trivial, incidental and certainly not worthy of attention”: Situating Sport in Australian Feminist
Histories

Fiona McLachlan and Kirby Fenwick

Sport is a significant part of the social system and cultural life in Australia, and a site of ongoing
gender oppression and struggle. As part of an ARC Discovery Project, we have mapped the political
history of gender equity and sport since the passing of the Sex Discrimination Act in 1984, and we
found a complex, and not altogether separate, relationship between feminist politics and sport.
Yet, sport is largely missing from Australian feminist histories. Indeed, our survey of the key
journals, including Lilith, reveals very little attention has been paid to the individual and collective
efforts of sports feminists or feminists on sport. In this paper we present a case study of the
political backstory of the Hawke government’s groundbreaking ‘Women, Sport and the Media’
report (1985) to open questions about the apparent “chasm” between feminism and sport. We
draw from archival documents and correspondence between prominent Australian feminists for
example Anne Summers, Susan Ryan, and Rosemary Crowley who were involved in the advocacy
and delivery of the report, to argue that bringing together the arenas of politics and play can
deepen our understanding of gender struggles, and feminism in Australia.

A/Prof Fiona McLachlan is a senior researcher in the Institute of Health and Sport at Victoria
University. Fiona conducts research at the intersection of sport, history, and gender justice. Fiona
has contributed important theoretical and methodological innovations to research and practice
through her critical work on progress narratives, feminism, and cultural change.

Kirby Fenwick is a research assistant in the Institute for Health and Sport at Victoria University. She
is also a writer, oral historian, award-winning audio producer and a co-founder of Siren: A Women
in Sport Collective. Her honours thesis explored intergenerational perspectives of women in sports
journalism in Australia.
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From Folk Narratives to "Her Strength": Let me show who | am?
Liu Ming

Using data from the Jingchuan archaeological excavation report, stone inscriptions, county
chronicles, and oral interviews, we employ the research tradition of cross-verification between
literature and fieldwork, applying cultural intimacy theory as a methodological approach. This
study explores how women's consciousness of female power is expressed in contemporary rural
Chinese society. It reveals the reality where women's discourse power gains free narrative within
the context of spiritual narratives such as temple fairs and rituals, transcending local characteristics
and cultural diversity to generate empathy. Additionally, we identify a representative "temple-visit
community" that serves as creators, narrators, and disseminators of intimate emotional stories
between the Queen Mother of the West and her earthly daughters. This group tightly connects the
"filial daughter serving mother" complex between Taiwanese women across the Taiwan Strait and
mainland women, giving rise to the cultural appeal of "Shen Hui" (Li YiyuanZ IR &) and achieving
de-politicized ethical recognition at the folk cultural level. The value of this research lies in
demonstrating how the intrinsic belief in "filial daughters" among Eastern women has maintained
its emotional cohesive power for millennia. In the current era of modern transformation in China's
rural order (Fei Xiaotong#% 2 1&), the awakening and flourishing of women's identity
consciousness have become an irreversible trend. We recommend policymakers provide cultural
platforms for women to showcase confidence, kindness, beauty, and capability, contributing "her
strength" to the healthy, stable, and secure development of society. Simultaneously, we suggest
that Chinese folklore scholars pay greater attention to women's folklore studies, leveraging
opportunities for more research publications to propel ordinary Chinese women onto the global
historical stage, showcasing the excellence and charm of Eastern femininity.

Liu Ming, Minzu University of China. As a key member of the research project "Investigation and

Research on the West Queen Mother Temple Fair in Jingchuan" has published over 10 papers
research on Goddess Culture of China.
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Speaking for Herself: Finding Women’s Voices in (Un)expected Places
Karen Pack

Despite substantial progress, biographies of women who remain unmarried or do not fit the
heteronormative expectations of their communities remain under-represented in religious
histories. Sadly, a lack of representation in the historical narrative fuels discrimination and
marginalisation in the present. Consequently, a growth in far-right extremism — often grounded in
religious fundamentalism — has led to an increase in hostility towards, and efforts to erase, LGBTQ+
women of faith at a time when many had begun to hope for better. Yet attempts to write the lives
of unmarried, childless or trans women of faith has too-often been seen as a fruitless pursuit, due
to the difficulty of unearthing personal papers of those who had no direct heirs, or whose records
were erased in attempts to hide the ‘shame’ of their existence. However, the important work of
telling the stories of such women can be accomplished through the recovery of their words and
actions in the place we have been taught to least expect them — the public record. This paper
offers a way forward by demonstrating how newspaper articles, coroner’s reports and wills have
been used to facilitate the recovery of rich, detailed biographies of Queer and unmarried Christian

women in Australia.

Dr Karen Pack is an Australian religious historian who teaches at the University of Notre Dame
Australia. Her research focuses on the agency and activism of unmarried Australian women who
have been erased from religious histories, with a particular interest in the historical intersections of
gender, faith and sexuality.
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'To arrive where it started and to continue departing': The Need for Ongoing Re-assertion of
Intersectional Foundations

Maria Pallotta-Chiarolli

My two early publications in Lilith: a feminist history journal in 1993 and 1996 were trying to make
sense of the intersections of gender, ethnicity, and sexuality at a time when these debates were
still emerging in Australian feminist, queer and multicultural scholarship. Lilith gave a working class
second generation migrant woman of pro-feminist, anti-fascist, anti-Catholic Southern Italian
peasant heritage like me the opportunity to write from both lived experience and as an ally.
Grappling with imposter syndrome, | sought to highlight how migrant and second generation
women negotiated racism, cultural expectations, and heteronormativity, while also calling for
Australian feminist movements to be more accountable to these realities, to bring these stories
into feminist conversation and collaboration.

Looking back, | recognise how those writings charted both a personal journey and a scholarly
trajectory, shaping my ongoing commitment to inclusive and intersectional practice. Yet the
concerns raised then remain pressing today: feminism continues to grapple with questions of race
and sexuality, multicultural societies still struggle with systemic inequities, and the pursuit of
recognition and justice for diverse communities is unfinished. Revisiting my simplistic insights of
the 1990s reminds me how far we have come, and how urgently the work must continue.

Maria Pallotta-Chiarolli AM is an Australian academic, author and activist specializing in the study
of gender, sexuality and intersectionality. She was a founding member of the Australian LGBTIQA+
Multicultural Council (AGMC Inc) in 2004 and Ascolta Women in 2020. Her work has included
studies of multicultural multifaith (MCMF) queer belonging, and the decolonial critique of
neoliberalism, neocolonialism, and neoliberal white feminist privilege. She is the author of
numerous books and articles, including Tapestry: Italian Lives Over Five Generations (1999), So
What’s A Boy? (2003) and Queerying Families of Origin (2015).
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“Pretty girls, with angry faces”: The Seamstress as Activist and National Symbol of Women’s
Labour at the Dawn of Spain’s Second Republic

Micaela Pattison

The collapse of the military Dictatorship of General Miguel Primo de Rivera in January 1929
created a vacuum that enabled a hastily formed committee of socialists and liberal intellectuals to
bring forth Spain’s first democracy in April 1931. With particular focus on the period between the
dictator’s fall and ratification of the Constitution of the Second Republic in December 1931, this
paper traces efforts to rework the established cultural image of the urban ‘modistilla’—a
diminutive form of the Spanish word for seamstress—as a nationalised symbol of working
womanhood and modern femininity. The incessantly giggling modistilla was a staple of popular
theatre and literature known for her pursuit of cheap amusements and the affections of
middle-class men newly arrived from the provinces to attend University. This paper documents
how the modistilla became a vehicle for messaging about women'’s labour, urban modernity,
national identity, and women’s roles in public life, put forward to advance both political and
commercial interests. | am also interested in the agency of real working women and participation
of feminists and working-class activists in remaking the modistilla as a militant.

Micaela Pattison is a Lecturer in Modern European History at Flinders University and an Early
Career Researcher of contemporary Spanish history with a particular interest in gender, sexuality
and social movements during the interwar. She has published in Spanish and English in edited
collections and peer review journals including the Journal of Iberian and Latin American Studies
and the Journal of Iberian and Latin American Research. Her first book is under contract with
Boydell & Brewer. The manuscript Science, Sexual Revolution and the Making of a Modern Woman
in Interwar Spain is a micro-history that uses the career of sex reformer Hildegart (1914-1933) to
study gendered modernity, youth politics and sexual science in interwar Spain.
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Considerations of a Feminist Historian Interviewing Parliamentarian Women in Precarious Times
Madeline Pentland

The field of feminist oral history has reached a precipice. For decades, feminist oral historians have
theorised about the power dynamics and subjectivity of our historical subjects yet left little room
for reflection on ourselves as active participants in the research process. In contrast to other
disciplines, positionality is largely a hidden perspective in history-making. The field of oral history
has nurtured young historians to engage in novel methods in oral history to fill research gaps, but
the omnipotent image of ‘The Historian’ still reigns supreme. As young historians now watch our
highly regarded mentors face job insecurity and dwindling funding opportunities, methodological
advances may be put on hold. This begs the question, is there room for vulnerability and
self-reflection in feminist methodology as historians face a precarious future in academia?

This paper primarily draws on my experience as a young researcher conducting oral history
interviews with Natasha Stott Despoja, former Senator for South Australia and Leader of the
Australian Democrats, in 2022. It draws on my process of developing a feminist methodology to
interview Stott Despoja, the efficacy of the methodology in practice, and some reflections | used to
form my current feminist methodology on interviewing parliamentarian women.

Madeline Pentland is a PhD candidate at the Australian National University, researching gendered
identity and relationships of parliamentarian women between 1986 and 2013. Madeline graduated
from Australian Catholic University with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in 2023, receiving the
University Honours Medal for her thesis titled 'Keeping the Histories Honest: Framing a Political
Legacy of Natasha Stott Despoja’.
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Women Taking a Stand: Opposing the National Service Act and the Vietham War
Alexandra Pierce

The May 1970 Moratorium march in Melbourne was the largest protest in Australia, up to that
point. It was the culmination of five years of protest against both the Vietnam War and the
National Service Act (conscription). Women were a significant part of starting that protest, and
keeping it going. They were involved behind the scenes, on the Roneo and Gestettner, keeping
organisations like the Draft Resisters’ Union running, and hiding draft resisters. They were also
involved in public, handing out pamphlets, standing vigils at barracks, and participating in both
peaceful and violent street protests. Many were arrested and fined, and some spent time in jail. All
of this was despite the fact that they themselves weren’t liable to be called up in the conscription
ballot, and that the government of the day (and much of the Australian public, up to 1970)
believed involvement in the Vietham War was completely justified. Understanding the varied
motivations and actions of these Melbourne women broadens our understanding of this seminal
period in Australian history, and gives context for modern protest movements.

A history teacher for many years, Alexandra Pierce’s “Women, Conscription, War” oral history

project started as an effort to develop student resources and then turned into an award-winning,
15-episode podcast. She also edits and publishes a speculative fiction journal, Speculative Insight.
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Being Seen and Heard: Kathleen Haddon and the Popularization of String Figures
Quitterie Puel

Kathleen Haddon’s (1888- 1961) scientific and professional trajectory offers a powerful feminist
founding story and a lens on the precarity shaping women’s scientific careers in the early twentieth
century. Her career was far from being linear, spanning zoology, photography, anthropology and
the popularization of string figures (cat’s cradles). The shifts in her career reflect the challenges she
faced in “finding a room” within the scientific sphere of her time.

Although she was undeniably an accomplished scientist and an anthropology expert on string
figures, having authored three books on this topic and collected them in various parts of the world,
she remained in the public eye a demonstrator and communicator of science. “Scientific”
demonstrations were a recuring theme in her career. From 1911 to 1914, after completing her
Tripos, she worked as a demonstrator in the Cambridge Laboratory. In 1920, after completing a
fieldwork in New Guinea, she gave the first public demonstration of string figures at the Royal
Institution of London, following Rouse Ball’s presentation on the topic. In 1938, she delivered the
world’s first public demonstration of string figures on BBC television. By the end of her career, she
was primarily known as a science popularizer, writing children’s books on string figures and
presenting them on television programs.

Her public role reflects the position afforded to women in early twentieth-century science: while
men conducted research professionally, women worked privately on their research and were
publicly relegated to explaining and popularizing it. This gendered division of labour reinforced the
perception of women as mediators rather than creators of scientific knowledge.

Quitterie Puel is a French PhD student at the University of Western Australia (Perth) whose

research investigates the shared interest of six women anthropologists in string figures in the
Pacific region. It lies at the intersection of gender studies, archaeology, and anthropology.

36



Acts of Forgetting: The Importance of Feminist History in a Time of #tradwives
Lauren Samuelsson

Lilith has often given space to feminist historians to reflect on the challenges facing feminist
history. They did it in the early 2000s, the mid 2000s, even as recently as 2022. And yet the
challenges for feminist historians have perhaps never felt quite so tangible as they do in this very
moment, as women'’s rights are imperilled globally. One space in which anti-feminist messaging,
spread by women themselves, is becoming more prevalent is social media.

In this paper, | consider the way that #tradwives on the social media platform TikTok explicitly
position their worldviews within a (flawed) historical framework, drawing on historical myths and
aesthetics to support and promote their anti-feminist messages. | will explore how those historical
narratives are weaponised, especially in the kitchen, and how they reflect and encourage
misinformation which has fed into broader worrying trends. | will also reflect on the importance of
feminist historians in helping people to ‘remember’ feminist activism in a post-truth world.

Lauren Samuelsson is an Associate Lecturer in History at the University of Wollongong. Her
research interests include the history of food and drink, gender history, media history, digital
history and the history of popular culture. Her first book, A Matter of Taste: the Australian
Women’s Weekly and its influence on Australian food culture was published by Monash University
Publishing in 2024.
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The Aesthetics of Positive Eugenics: The Moral Dilemmas of Family Planning Advocacy in South
Asia, 1970s

Aprajita Sarcar

This paper traces the legal histories of campaigns encouraging young couples in South Asia to
contracept and limit their family sizes to less than three children. The campaigns lasted all through
the 1950s-70s but left a significant imprint on the way health advocacy influenced everyday life in
South Asian families. Family Planning advocacy made it possible for the state to intervene in
private decisions about family life and linked national policy to intimate decisions about fertility
and birth.

Eugenics as a concept has been traditionally seen as associated with targeted sterilization
programs. The Emergency years in India (1975-77) are marked by political weaponization of the
small family norm and unconsented vasectomies and tubal ligations. The vision of the modern
small family appears to be universally accessible but is a chimera for the historically poor and
malnourished populations. The only way they are to access this dream is by sacrificing their bodily
autonomy. The paper examines the moral dilemma of this small family norm and its associated
advocacy machinery. Much of the semantics remain popular in the national health programmes
today. What does that tell us about the foundational visions of any population control program and
the idea of consent it rests on?

Aprajita Sarcar is a recent migrant to Sydney and currently a postdoctoral researcher in the
Laureate Centre for History and Population. She works on everyday governance of the population
control programme in postcolonial India. Her work is on the intersection of reproductive and urban
histories of South Asia. She holds a PhD from the Department of History, Queen’s University,
Canada.
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Dealing with Difference: Migrant Women'’s History in and since Lilith
Zora Simic

In 1993, Lilith published a bumper summer issue titled ‘Dealing with Difference: Feminism and
Ethnicity’, jam-packed with papers from the conference of the same name, held at the University
of Melbourne on November 22, 1992. Notable at the time and since for the challenges presented
by Indigenous participants, among them Jackie Huggins in dialogue with ‘bona fide WASP’
historian Kay Saunders, the conference was also a showcase for some of the most exciting ‘ethnic’
scholars in the country. This paper honours my debts to them, particularly the late Sneja Gunew,
who presented the keynote address, and Srebrenka Kunek, author of ‘Brides, Wives and Single
Women: Gender and Immigration’, the Lilith article | have returned to most often in my own
teaching and research.

Zora Simic is an Associate Professor in History and Gender Studies in the School of Humanities and
Languages at the University of New South Wales. She published her first-ever article in Lilith in
2001, and has published widely on past and present feminisms, and migration history, among
other topics, ever since.
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Ownership and Rejection: When Public Figures Can't Live Up to Unrealistic Standards
Allison Tyra

This talk will begin with the blackballing of New Woman writer Mary Ward by feminist scholars.
The author of hugely popular books that promoted feminism at the turn of the 20th century, she
was largely excluded from the later reclaiming of feminist writing due to her subsequent stint as
the head of an anti-suffrage organisation. Yet at the same time, feminist writers who were much
more actively harmful in other ways - racist, classist, xenophobic, ableist and later homophobic and
transphobic - have largely had these traits accepted with little to no criticism. In other words,
feminists will often accept any fault in their icons except being what they consider a "bad"
feminist.

This sense of ownership, and rejection of anyone who does not live up to individuals' and groups'
arbitrary standards is by no means limited to feminism. The discussion will also expand into the
different ways this plays out in queer spaces and BIPOC communities, impacting both
contemporaneous experience and historical legacies. It will conclude with exploring the ways that
community members will attack each other and would-be allies in non-constructive and even
destructive ways today.

Allison Tyra is the creator of Infinite Women, a database of 6700+ biographies and growing. She

hosts the weekly podcast of the same name, and her debut book, Uncredited: Women's
Overlooked, Misattributed, and Stolen Work (2025), is available through Simon and Schuster.
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Beyond Sex and Danger: Venereal Diseases and el cuerpo chileno
Sarah Walsh

Though there is still a rather lively debate about whether or not the Americas is the origin point for
syphilis among various experts, the long-standing association of syphilis with both Indigeneity and
sexual profligacy is the subject of this talk. Specifically, it will examine how early-twentieth-century
Chilean physicians, public intellectuals, politicians, and scholars characterized syphilis as being
endemic in a population understood to be mixed-race and how this might affect the health of the
nation going forward. This approach helps to better connect syphilis to the history of medicine and
disease rather than studies related to sex work, which has been the more traditional approach.
This talks seeks to better contextualize concerns about sexually-transmitted diseases into a
broader concern for the eugenic fitness of the Chilean population at the start of the twentieth
century. It argues that concerns about venereal disease, particularly when spread through other
avenues outside of sex work, speak to widespread concerns about the strength and viability of la
raza chilena and its embodied reality. Using texts such as popular periodicals, medical journals, and
expert monographs, this chapter will illuminate the connections between race science, venereal
disease, and the construction of a uniquely Chilean body with correspondingly unique biological
strengths and weaknesses.

Dr Sarah Walsh is Lecturer in History at the University of Melbourne. She received her PhD in Latin

American history from the University of Maryland and specializes in the history of human
difference with an emphasis on the role that science and medicine play in identity construction.
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The Vastest Earthly Day: Emily Dickinson’s Material Feminist Networks
Bella Wheatland

Feminist work appears in unexpected ways through historical records, both explicitly and in a
feminist method of making, archiving and sharing material ephemera. This paper, based on
dissertation research, looks to 19th century American poet Emily Dickinson as a creator of feminist
poetry, materials and community. Through her ‘letter-poems’, poems written on the backs of
envelopes and scrap paper and sent to friends and family, Dickinson established a feminist network
which imagined different ways of sharing experience, passions and ideas outside of normative
bounds of patriarchal knowledge systems. | use a theoretical framework of Feminist New
Materialism as conceptualised by scholars such as Jane Bennet, Susan Hekman and Stacy Alaimo,
to understand how these letter-poems enact a feminist method by rejecting boundaries of how
text should be written, read, kept and shared. A material feminist method is embodied, it imagines
the material world as existing in an entanglement with bodies. As Dickinson insists on keeping the
traces of her body on the page, through her messy handwriting, her smudges, her torn pages, she
makes her unstable, unintelligible bodily reality a part of her relationships. In doing so, she insists
on her material self becoming a part of our feminist history. She refuses the categorisation and
organisation of feminist political and creative work and imagines a different way to build a
community of like-minded friends and peers. In looking to these materials and the connections
they formed between women, we can make meaning out of the feminist work that has been
dismissed and overlooked, and in doing so, imagine broader possibilities for making feminist
futures.

Bella Wheatland is writing her dissertation in Gender Studies at the University of Adelaide. She

has an interest in theories of Feminist New Materialism and Disability Studies and particularly their
application in histories of zine-making and other radical art practices.
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Christian Waller: Watercolour, Stained Glass, and the Rediscovery of Feminist Histories in
Regional Art Collections

Melissa Wilson

This paper draws on research from an industry PhD project in partnership with the Art Gallery of
Ballarat, which examines the gallery’s watercolour collection, focusing on overlooked women
artists. A key focus is Australian modernist artist Christian Waller, whose multifaceted practice is
explored from a feminist perspective. The study investigates how Waller strategically
commercialised her art through book illustration and stained-glass commissions, practices that
enabled her not only to sustain a living and exhibit publicly, but also to challenge dominant visual
narratives within institutional spaces such as churches.

By situating Waller’s work within broader discussions, such as the Know My Name movement, and
contextualising it within histories of watercolour, spirituality, and artistic labour, this paper argues

for her significant yet under-recognised contribution to early twentieth-century Modernist art and
the re-evaluation of women’s creative legacies in regional Australian art collections.

Melissa Wilson is a PhD candidate in Art History at Australian Catholic University. Her research, in
partnership with the Art Gallery of Ballarat, explores how women artists have utilised watercolour
to negotiate and subvert artistic traditions through Symbolist and mythic frameworks, forging

feminist dialogues between modernist and contemporary practices within the gallery’s collection.
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